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Chiefs quarterback Alex 
Smith is still learning 
how to communicate. 
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HARRISBURG — The Harrisburg High 
School football team will suit up for the first 
time in the history of its program Friday eve-
ning, when it takes the field for its jamboree at 
Central Methodist University.

The Bulldogs are led by Head Coach Travis 
Kinkade, who played football for Centralia 
High School and starred as both an offensive 
and defensive lineman on a state champion-
ship-winning team. Kinkade said that the Bull-
dogs are a “bare-bones” football program that 
will run simple schemes.

The team is not currently affiliated with a 
conference and will play a nine-game schedule, 
with most games contested at the junior varsity 
level. School officials, however, hope to play a 
full varsity schedule next fall and think that 
the addition of a football program will help the 
school find an activities conference.

For a town accustomed to winning (Harris-
burg won two boys basketball state champion-
ships in 2006 and 2008; and two girls basketball 
state championships in 2010 and 2012 in Class 
2), the Bulldogs seem to have the right man 
in charge. Kinkade played both offense and 
defense at Centralia, was a two-time all-state 
player and helped the Panthers win a state 

championship in 2003.
“I expect my kids to compete,” Kinkade said, 

adding that he hoped the football program 
would be “competitive in the win-loss column” 
over the next five years.

Kinkade said that the Bulldogs will compete 
this year by “keeping it simple and will focus 
on helping his players learn the physicality of 
the game. “They’re ready to hit, and I’m ready 
for them to hit,” he said.

Of Harrisburg’s nine games, seven games 
will be junior varsity contests. Kinkade said 
that the other two will be “varsity-style” match-
ups.

Harrisburg Principal Steve Combs said the 
school intends to have a full-fledged varsity 
program next year. He also referred to the 
current program as “bare bones.” Combs, how-
ever, was quick to praise the Harrisburg Bull-
dog Booster Club which, in its first year, raised 
approximately $32,000 for the football team. 
Josh Stephenson, vice president of the booster 
club, also said that a private donor had agreed 
to provide up to $50,000 in matching funds to 
the football program.

Thus far, the football program has used the 
booster funds to buy equipment and uniforms. 
At this point, the school’s main priority is  

MU football’s offense sputters in final scrimmage
By MATTHEW FAIRBURN
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

False starts, dropped passes, wrong routes. Put 
nicely, the Missouri football team lacked focus on 
offense in its final scrimmage of fall camp.

For a while, everything was going well. Quar-
terback James Franklin led a touchdown drive 
to start practice, but it was the only touchdown 
the offense scored all afternoon.

What happened to the tempo the coaching 
staff and players have been raving about after 
practice? What about the pitch and catch Frank-
lin was playing with his receivers? The word 
“finish” is printed on the back of every coach’s 
t-shirt, but on Thursday the offense couldn’t even 
get started.

Dorial Green-Beckham caught one pass and 
picked up one yard. The

offensive line allowed 4.5 sacks and was for-
tunate the number wasn’t higher. The kicking 
game was con cerning, as coach Gary Pinkel put 
it. Starter Andrew Baggett was the only kicker 
to make a field goal all practice, but even he 

couldn’t finish.
In the final drill of the day, Baggett pushed a 

kick wide right. It hit the bleachers with a thud 
that echoed through a nearly empty Memorial 
Stadium. A fitting end to a sloppy practice.

“My own worst enemy is myself,” Baggett said.
That was the theme of the day.
The offense committed unforced errors across 

the board. 
“I’m not taking anything away from the 

defense,” offensive coordinator Josh Henson 
said. “We just

made a lot of mistakes that weren’t the defense 
making the mistake. 

“It all boils down to focus. And it’s just frustrat-
ing that we would not have the maturity to finish 
a little better.”

Was there a silver lining in the two-hour scrim-
mage?

“I don’t know if any of us stepped up today,” 
Henson said, who stopped short of calling it the 
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Zeontrez Marshall puts his hemlet on during evening practice at Battle High School on Thursday. Marshall had both “RIP” and 
“TRE” shaved into his hair in rememberance of his cousin Tre’Veon Marshall who was killed this summer in a shooting.

Harrisburg High School is ready 
to kick off first football season

Distraction  
from tragedy
“T! E! A! M! WIN! WIN! WIN!” Ninety-six pad-clad young 

men, freshly stretched, complete a jumping jack per syllable and 
roar into a huddle.

No. 43 has “RIP” shaved in the hair of the left side of his head. 
“TRE” is shaved on the other. No. 43 goes by Z.

“Z” is Zeontrez Marshall, 14, a freshman middle linebacker on Bat-
tle High School’s new varsity football team. Marshall speaks quietly, 
unhurried, and wears a white T-shirt with his cousin’s face on the 
front. Until this summer, the two lived in the same house. Marshall 
would have to crawl onto the roof and into his cousin’s locked bed-
room through the window to wake up the heavy sleeper every day.

“Basically, we hung out like all the time. From when school ends 
‘til the time we go to sleep,” Marshall said.

July 14 started out no differently. Marshall climbed in the window 
and woke his cousin up. The two hung out. That night, however, 
Tre’Veon Marshall was shot and killed in McKee Street Park. 

“Earlier that day, he dropped me off before he went to the park, 
and that was the last time I saw him,” Marshall said.

He had to take some time off from Battle’s summer football pro-
gram, but he came back a few days after the family buried Tre’Veon.

“The only thing that really takes my mind off it is football,” he 
said. His best moment since the murder was at a celebration for 
Tre’Veon’s birthday on July 31. Family gathered, “cheering him 
[Tre’Veon] on, since he’s gone,” Marshall said.

Football has been part of Zeontrez Marshall’s life since his flag 
football years, when he ran for 98 yards on a bootleg option pass in 
elementary school. When he’s not playing, he’s training for the next 
season.

Head coach Justin Conyers, toting 10 years of experience as the 
assistant coach at Rock Bridge High School, calls football a “healthy 
outlet” for the players. “They can free their mind not only from the 
school day but from home life,” he said.

Football is especially important in a culture where violence 
invades the lives of teens. “They have no concept that dead’s for-
ever,” Conyers said.

On top of his family tragedy, Marshall is starting his first year in 
high school — an intimidating experience for many students. He said 
he starts out the morning feeling nothing. Anxiety builds on the bus: 
What challenges will today bring? But when he gets to the stripe-
free grass practice fields or the bright new turf behind the school, 
he puts all that aside.

“On the football field, it’s like I have no worries about what’s going 
on in my life,” he said.

Derek Koetter is a key part  
of Missouri women’s volleyball
By REBECCA DELL  
and SHANNON GREENWOOD
sports@ColumbiaMissourian.com

He’s wearing a white Missouri Volleyball 
T-shirt instead of a gold-sleeved black jer-
sey. His hair, unlike the rest of his team-
mates for the night, isn’t in a bun or pony-
tail. But sophomore Sports Management 
student Derek Koetter is an integral part of 
the 2013 Missouri women’s volleyball team. 

The volleyball season started with the 
Black and Gold Game Thursday night in 
Hearnes Arena. Balloons decorated tables 
bearing cookies for fans after the match. 
The Black Team, which included starting 
seniors Molly Kreklow and Lisa Henning, 
beat the Gold Team — Koetter’s team — in 
three matches (20-11, 20-18, 20-15). 

Seeing Koetter on the court with the rest of 
the team isn’t uncommon. He often practices 
with the girls in drills and scrimmages, and 
that’s where he was Thursday night before 
the Black and Gold Game. He stepped off the 
court briefly during player introductions, but 
when the game began, he positioned himself 
on the backline for the Gold Team. 

“I like playing with girls better,”said Koet-
ter, who grew up playing club volleyball. 
“There’s more ball control, the rallies last 

longer. I think it’s more fun.” 
Koetter comes from a long line of athletes. 

His sister played volleyball growing up. His 
grandfather was an All-American volleyball 
player at UCLA. His dad, Dirk Koetter, is 
a former Missouri football coach and cur-
rent offensive coordinator for the Atlanta 
Falcons.

Describing all the places he lived growing 
up, Derek Koetter checked off the places his 
dad coached as if reciting a memorized gro-
cery list: Missouri, Boston College, Oregon, 
Boise State, Arizona State. He paused for 
a second as he switched to the NFL teams. 
The Jacksonville Jaguars and Atlanta Fal-
cons were the final two on his list.

Koetter said that all of the traveling he 
did growing up made it difficult to choose a 
university. He applied to 14 schools, hoping 
to play volleyball.

“My dream was to play D-1 men’s vol-
leyball,” said Koetter. “I got offers from 
small D-2 schools and I visited, but I knew 
I really wanted that big college atmosphere. 
So being a practice player, it’s the best of 
both worlds.”

Assistant coach Lindsey Hunter, a 2005 
Missouri graduate and former Tiger herself, 
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